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Where to find the reference information 
on a web site.
1. What information is needed from a web site to reference it?
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If there is an author for the article you will need the following information:

· Author/s of the article

· Latest date on which web site was up-dated 

· Title of the article

· Web site address

· Date you accessed the web site
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If there is no author for the article, you will need the following information:
· Title of the article
· Latest date on which web site was up-dated 

· Name of the web site
· Web site address

· Date you accessed the web site
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2. Where do you find the information on the web site?
A: General Advice
· The site is good if it is: 

· Current (must have been updated within the last three years),
· Authoritative (has author, has contact details, has web control manager, has company details, content is validated, and so forth),
· Has a reference list attached,
· Clear about the difference between fact and fiction.

· Refer to the document on the Writing Centre site on R-Drive entitled: Finding sources for an assignment, for further assistance.
· Do not use Wikipedia:

It is not good enough for university standards. Its information is not necessarily scientifically tested, nor is it authoritative. Anyone can access the sites and add information. It is a very poor reflection on your report if Wikipedia is included in your Reference List.

· Work from the HOME page, when necessary

Some of the information can be found on the HOME page – for example: the date of latest update and the name of web site. You can often tell from the HOME page if the site is a good site. 

· Try to work from the HTML. document rather than the PDF document. 
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The PDF often does not show enough information to be able to write up the reference. You will need to get to the HOME page on the HTML. web site to find the details. This is done on the Google search page.

B: Finding the author
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If the author is given it will either be below the title or at the end of the document.
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Some articles on the web do not give the authors as the web designers write the articles. For example: When looking up Report Writing the this site was found. It gives seven sections on Report Writing and none of them has an author. The title Report Writing will be used for the reference.
· An Internet Journal will always have an author. It might have more than one author – you must reference all the authors in full, in your reference list. You may use (et al) in your in-text ref. Refer to the document on referencing advice on the R-drive.
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Efficient Fertiizer Use — Soil Sampling for High Yield Agriculture: by Dr. Harold Reetz

SECTION CONTENTS:
« Soil Sampling

« Sampling Procedures

« Sampling Patterns Options

« Auxiliary Data Layers

« Sampling Under Different Tillage Systems

«Identifying Missed Opportunities Through Intensive Sampling

Soil Sampling

Soil sampling and testing provides an estimate of the capacity of the soil to supply
adequate nutrients to meet the needs of growing crops. The test resuits are compared
to standard response data to estimate the need to supply additional nutrients for
‘optimum crop production. Traditionally, the goal of soil sampling was to develop a
representative estimate of the average nutrient needs for a field so that the best single
rate of application could be determined

Less than a teaspoonful of soll is actually used for the laboratory analysis. That small
amount must represent the entire area for which the recommendation is to be made.

@ Unvownzone

tofindtheret... | @ Fndng ora e




C: Finding the date of the web site
· You need the date at which the latest update was carried out.

· This is often found at the very bottom of the article or the bottom of the HOME page.
· If you cannot find the latest update date, then try to find another date that has been mentioned on the web site (not in the article). The latest one mentioned can also be used, in this case.
· If there is absolutely no date mentioned in the web site, then you can use (n.d.) in your reference list and in your in-text reference. Try to avoid this!
D: Finding the title of the article

· You need the title of the article that has been written – NOT the title of the web site.
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In this example, the title of the article is: What does the academic skills program do?
E: Finding the web site name

· The name of the web site will be on the HOME page. 
· It might also be on the header (top of) the page above your article.
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It might also be part of the web address. For Example: the word Canberra appears in the web address of this web site, however the name of the web site is University of Canberra.
F: Finding the address of the web site
· The web address is the easiest part of the reference to find. 

· The address of the article must be given, not that of the HOME page. For example, the web address for the HOME page is given here.

· The web address for the article What does the academic skills program do? is different to that of the HOME  page – it has more extensions added on to the end of it.  

web address for this article

· It is a good idea to right click, here. Then copy and paste onto your Reference List – this avoids you having to type out the address.

3. When do you gather the reference information from the web site?
· It is such a good idea to build up your Reference List as you look for your assignment information.
· Copy and paste the reference information as you access the web site.

· Keep a good record of this – you don’t want to waste time having to go and look up each site again.

· Write the reference in the correct manner before you begin writing your assignment – this makes placing the in-text referencing into the paragraphs so much easier.
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